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Note.The  propose d  Enhanc e d  Ec ologic al N e twork is base d  on e xisting e c ologic al im portant site s and  fe ature s, in partic ular SSSI and
the  m ain rive rs and  d rains. Loc al W ild life  Site s will alsobe  im portant c om pone nts of an e nhanc e d  ne twork by provid ing the  foc us for 
the  d e ve lopm e nt of Ste pping Stone s. Although m any of the se  site s and  fe ature s are  visible  on the  m ap, m any m ore , inc lud ing som e  
of the  m ost e xte nsive , are  obsc ure d  are  by the  c om pone nts of the  e c ologic al ne twork e .g. although Ouse  W ashe s is an SSSI, but
appe ars as a Core  Are a on the  m ap. Sim ilarly, m any of the  m ain rive rs and  d rains are  hid d e n und e r the  Corrid ors.

This map presen ts a proposal for the creation  an d en han cemen t of an  ecological n etwork for Fen lan d. The plan  bou n dary 
is based on  the Fen s Nation al Character Area an d comprises the ‘Settled In lan d Fen s’ an d the ‘Open  In lan d Fen s’ where 
associated habitats are depen den t on  freshwater systems. The ‘Open  Coastal Marshes’ an d ‘Drain ed Coastal Marshes’, 
which are coastal in  n atu re an d whose con serv ation  has been  led by two lon g-stan din g partn erships: the Wash Estuary 
Strategy Group and the Wash and North Norfolk Coast European Marine Site Partnership, are omitted. 
The  propose d  e c ologic al ne twork is base d  on the  struc ture  re c om m e nd e d  in the  N atural Environm e nt W hite  Pape r:The Natu ral 
Choice: secu rin g the v alu e of n atu re, publishe d  in June  2011, whic h in turn is base d  on the  Lawton Re port: Makin g Space for 
Natu re: A rev iew of En glan d’s Wildlife Sites an d Ecological Network. The  propose d  ne twork c om prise s the  following e le m e nts:
 c ore  are as, c orrid ors, ste pping stone s, re storation are as, buffe r zone s and  sustainable  use  are as. Full d e sc riptions of e ac h of the se  
are  provid e d  in the  ac c om panying re port: A Strategic Plan  for Fen lan d : A Proposal for an  En han ced Ecological Network.

Are as of high nature  c onse rvation value  whic h form  the  he art of the  ne twork. The y c ontain habitats that are  rare  or im portant 
be c ause  of the  wild life  the y support or the  e c osyste m  se rvic e s the y provid e . The y c om prise  the  re m aining are as of fe n and  the  
we tland  habitats of the  Gre at W ashland s. The y are  all Site s of Spe c ial Sc ie ntific  Inte re st (SSSI) and  m ost have  inte rnational
re c ognition as Spe c ial Are a of Conse rvation (SAC) and /or Spe c ial Prote c tion Are as (SPA). 

Core  Are as

Land sc ape  Corrid ors and  Se c ond ary Corrid ors im prove  the  func tional c onne c tivity be twe e n c ore  are as, e nabling spe c ie s to
m ove  be twe e n the m  to fe e d , d ispe rse , m igrate  or re prod uc e . As it is large ly a we tland  syste m  the  propose d  Land sc ape  Corrid ors
c om prise  the  m ain rive rs and  m ain d rains, but Se c ond ary Corrid ors are  also id e ntifie d  to provid e  use ful ad d itional c onne c tivity. It 
is re c om m e nd e d  that priority should  be  give n to the  d e ve lopm e nt of the  propose d  Priority Lan dscape Corridor whic h c onne c ts
the  southe rn Fe ns and  Ouse  W ashe s to the  Gre at Fe n and  to the  N e ne  W ashe s.

Propose d  Priority Land sc ape  Corrid or
Propose d  Land sc ape  Corrid ors
Propose d  Se c ond ary Corrid ors

Are as surround ing Core  Are as, Re storation Are as, Ste pping Stone s and  Corrid ors, that prote c t the m  from  ad ve rse  im pac ts from  the
wid e r e nvironm e nt. Ofte n Re storation Are as have  be e n planne d  ad jac e nt to Core  Are as and  part of the ir func tion is to buffe r the m .
Howe ve r, Re storation Are as will also re q uire  buffe ring from  ad joining inte nsive  land  use s.

Buffe r Z one s (to be  id e ntifie d )

Conne c tivity ne e d  not c om e  from  line ar, c ontinuous habitats; a num be r of sm all sit m ay ac t as Ste pping Stone s ac ross whic h c e rtain
spe c ie s are  able  to m ove  be twe e n Core  Are as. It is e nvisage d  that sm alle r, c urre ntly isolate d , SSSI and  Loc al W ild life  Site s will be  
the  found ation for the  d e ve lopm e nt of Ste pping Stone s. 

Ste pping Stone s (to be  id e ntifie d )

Are as within the  wid e r land sc ape  whe re  the  foc us is on the  sustainable  use  of natural re sourc e s and  appropriate  e c onom ic  ac tivitie s, 
toge the r with the  m ainte nanc e  of e c osyste m  se rvic e s. Se t up appropriate ly, the y will he lp to ‘softe n the  m atrix’ outsid e  the  Propose d  
Ec ologic al N e twork and  m ake  it m ore  pe rm e able  and  le ss hostile  to wild life , inc lud ing se lf- sustaining populations of spe c ie s that are
d e pe nd e nt upon, or at le ast tole rant of, c e rtain form s of agric ulture . The  ind ic ative  Sustainable  Use  Are as id e ntifie d  he re  are  base d  on
are as with the  highe st asse m blage s of ke y farm land  bird s: c orn bunting, gre y partrid ge , lapwing, turtle  d ove , tre e  sparrow and  ye llow 
wagtail.

Sustainable  Use  Are as

Are as id e ntifie d  by partne rs, for habitat c re ation and  re storation. Habitat re storation proje c ts are  alre ad y taking plac e  in som e  of the  
Targe t Are as, but in othe rs re storation work is ye t to ge t und e rway. 

Targe t Are as (no c urre nt habitat re storation ac tivity)
Targe t Are as (som e  habitat re storation und e rway)

SSSI

Fe n W ate rways Link
N e ne  Valle y N ature  Im prove m e nt Are a

Loc al W ild life  Site s

Plan Bound ary

Are as whe re  m e asure s are  alre ad y und e rway to re store  or c re ate  ne w high value  habitats and  spe c ie s populations, and  whe re
e c ologic al func tions are  e nhanc e d .The y are  ofte n loc ate d  as e xte nsions to e xisting Core  Are as.

Re storation Are as
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