
SCALE OF SITE PREPARATION WORK 

Location: Cambridgeshire, CB7 5XP
Pre Restoration: SSSI Open Fen unit in
unfavourable recovering condition due to
dominance of scrub and loss of water
Target: SSSI Open Fen unit in favourable condition
with naturalistic grazing
Restoration activity: 

Scrub clearance
Water table management using impermeable
liner
Installation of crossing points on the fen
Ditch reprofiling
Installation of fencing and gates

It has been historically difficult to hold water on Verrall’s Fen, with the majority of
water seeping through Spinney Bank and onto neighbouring privately owned land.
In order to rectify this issue, an impermeable liner at 45° is being installed across
the total length of the Spinney Bank to retain rain water and manage the correct
water table on Verrall’s Fen. This will help to maintain the peat soils in a healthy
saturated state to lock in the carbon and improve the biodiversity of the fen.

FEPP is funded by a Restoration Grant from the Nature for Climate Peatland Grant Scheme administered by Natural England.

Restoration plans have been informed through peat coring to understand peat
condition and depth, hydrological monitoring through dipwells (which measure
water level fluctuations) and reviewing historical records of relic river channels
and anthropogenic use.
Archaeological investigations are being undertaken by Cambridge Archaeological
Unit across the area under restoration during the works phase of the project,
which has uncovered foundations of a historic wind pump on Spinney Bank (As
pictured to the right).

 

Verrall’s Fen

The dominance of scrub is also being reduced, which can, without intervention,
overcome rare fenland sedge habitat and increase carbon dioxide emissions. Trees
on peat draw up water through transpiration, which can - depending on weather
conditions - lead to a decrease in water levels and increased peat decomposition
into carbon dioxide. A combination of grazing and rotational cutting with a
specialist Fen Harvester will help to restore this balance. This replicates centuries
of historic management of the Fen. 
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https://www.lincstrust.org.uk/what-we-do/conservation-projects/FEPP
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/cambridgeshire/wicken-fen-national-nature-reserve/peatland-restoration
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/

