EAST PEAT
PARTNERSHIP

Stoke Ferry
Location: Norfolk, PE33 9PT

GHG Peat Condition:-
Pre-restoration: Cropland

Target: Near Natural Fen

Restoration activity:
« Ditch blocking using earth dams
and water control structures
o Drone seeding with selected

seed mixes © Albanwise 2024
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History

Much of the site historically formed part of what is shown on maps from the
C18th and C19th as 'Stoke Fen', one of a series of valley fens occurring in the
area.

Land has been farmed for centuries, fluctuating between pastoral and arable
land uses. On site is an established area of broadleaved woodland known as Long

Belt, which has existed since at least the mid to late C19th.
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Soils

Peat and peaty soils are present across almost the whole site (probably formed
in extensive wetlands historically associated with the River Wissey floodplain).
The exceptions are to the north, north-western edges with mineral soils on
gently rising ground, and a small area in the centre of the site. Peat depths vary
but are significant; 0.3m deep as the ground rises, to depths exceeding 1m, with
one core recording a depth of over 3m.

Hydrology
The site lies within the floodplain of the River Wissey. On site there is an existing
network of artificial ditches. Water flows through the network ending up at one

single point where it joins the river via a large pump.

Peat degradation
The existing peat soils have been cultivated for many years. This has caused the
peat to dry out and desiccate in drought periods or be compacted and

waterlogged in times of high rainfall.

FEPP is funded by a Restoration Grant from the Nature for Climate Peatland Grant Scheme administered by Natural England.
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