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EAST PEAT
PARTNERSHIP

New Decoy Farm
Location: Cambridgeshire, PE7 3PW
GHG Peat Condition:-
Pre-restoration: Cropland

Beds, Cambs
& Northants

Target: Near Natural Fen
Restoration activity:

« Creation of a large below ground level water
storage pool

o Creation of a new ditch to connect pool to
the existing conservation wetland ditches

« Creation of a range of shallow pools,
reedbeds and splashes

o Water table management
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The Great Fen

The vision for this project is a sustainable, vibrant, wildlife filled, wet peatland landscape
where people can connect with nature. The site is within the Great Fen and adjacent to
Holme Fen. It will be a mosaic of wetland habitats including reedbed and wet grassland,
creating an accessible landscape for people to enjoy.

The Great Fen was the Wildlife Trust movement’s first Living Landscape and to date over .

50% of the vision area is owned, with 1900ha under Conservation Management,
including Woodwalton Fen NNR and Holme Fen NNR. Within the area under
Conservation Management, 1400ha is arable reversion now transitioning to a mosaic of
wet peat habitats. An additional 134ha of arable land at Speechly’s Farm has recently
been purchased by WTBCN which completes the land link between the two NNRs.

Post restoration, carbon emissions will reduce, ecosystems and biodiversity enhanced.
The wetter, water retaining landscape will protect the deep peat extant on New Decoy
Farm. Peat will be rewetted, pools, ditches, and ponds created, and seasonal water

storage created to mitigate periods of low rainfall.

This new landscape is envisaged as a microcosm of the wider, less accessible areas of
the Great Fen, providing a primary resource for public engagement, offering previously
unavailable opportunities for people to connect with nature. New permissive path
creation and improvements will link to existing path network and a landscaped parking
area with a sustainable drainage system, and improvements to the access track. These
visitor engagement infrastructure improvements will allow events and activities on site
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to broaden and deeper the visitor experience of nature. © WTBCN 2024

FEPP is funded by a Restoration Grant from the Nature for Climate Peatland Grant Scheme administered by Natural England.


https://www.lincstrust.org.uk/what-we-do/conservation-projects/FEPP
https://www.wildlifebcn.org/
https://www.greatfen.org.uk/new-decoy

