
Location: Cambridgeshire, PE7 3PT
GHG Peat Condition:-
Pre-restoration: Woodland, Rewetted & Near Natural Bog
Target: Near Natural Fen and Bog

Proposed restoration activity: 
Widening IDB drains on adjacent land
Upgrading existing IDB pump
Diversion of current drainage towards upgraded pump
Creation of winter storage lagoon and new inlet
Installation of four new water control structures to isolate and raise water
Installation of pipe under road to link water supply to centre of the NNR

 

FEPP is funded by a Restoration Grant from the Nature for Climate Peatland Grant Scheme administered by Natural England.

Holme Fen National Nature Reserve (SSSI)

Holme Fen Posts
There has been a 4.25m loss of peat since draining Whittlesea mere in
1850’s, and is still losing 9mm per year due to oxidation of buried peat.
Fenland blow on adjacent farmland is also creating losses of 2.5 to 3cm per
year. Traditional crops grown in the area include potatoes, sugar beet,
onions and wheat.

Restoration plan
It is planned to upgrade the older, smaller IDB pumping station and divert the
farm drainage water northwards, instead of eastwards through Holme Fen.
Using new water control structures, the water table in Holme Fen can be
managed independently from adjacent farmland drainage requirements. 

Current condition
Holme Fen NNR consists of rare ‘raised bog’ peatland, and is in decline
because it is too dry. The raised bog species are also in decline, with just four
species of Sphagnum mosses remaining. Raising the water table cannot be
done at present because farmland which drains through Holme Fen lies even
lower. This farmland is drained and cultivated and is losing about 2.5cm of
peat per year.

For further information on the
Holme Fen posts, visit:

https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/
2024/07/26/holme-fen-national-

nature-reserve-peatland-
restoration-project/
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https://www.lincstrust.org.uk/what-we-do/conservation-projects/FEPP
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/natural-england/about
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