
SCALE OF SITE PREPARATION WORK 

Location: Cambridgeshire, PE26 2RN
GHG Peat Condition:-
Pre-restoration: Extensive Grassland
Target: Near Natural Fen

Restoration development and activity: 

Wildflower planting with native fen species,
including species mix for the Tansy beetle
Creation of earth bund and installing a sluice
Wetland Creation Feasibility Study 

 

FEPP is funded by a Restoration Grant from the Nature for Climate Peatland Grant Scheme administered by Natural England. 

Darlow’s Farm

Restoration plan
Darlow’s is former arable farmland, next to Woodwalton Fen NNR (WWF). Darlow’s
is not accessible to the public. Although Darlow’s has not received any additional
fertilisers for over twenty years, there has been little botanical colonisation from the
adjacent NNR.

Seeds were collected from WWF and sent to a specialist nursery to be grown into
plug plants. Uncommon fen plants, such as Yellow Sedge, grows with Fen Violet at
WWF. Initially sedge will be established at Darlow’s, Fen Violet will be planted on
Darlow’s in the future.

Challenges to restoration
Skills shortage - limited number of peatland restoration officers and hydrologists
Adequate project development time and funding opportunities need to coincide
Unable to accurately plan a project with so many unknown variables e.g.
understanding what permissions are required from EA
Time taken to secure all licences, permissions and consents, including those
from EA, NE and local/district councils
Window for delivery is very small, due to contractor availability, ground/weather
conditions and all permissions needing  to be aligned
Internal Drainage Boards’ (IDBs) traditional approach has been focused on
moving water off the land as quickly as possible, which can create wider
implications on restoration efforts

For further information on
Darlow’s Farm and the Great

Fen Vision visit:
https://www.greatfen.org.uk/ 
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https://www.lincstrust.org.uk/what-we-do/conservation-projects/FEPP
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/natural-england/about
https://www.fensforthefuture.org.uk/admin/resources/downloads/240612-rmwepr168darlows-farmr1-1b.pdf
https://www.fensforthefuture.org.uk/admin/resources/downloads/240612-rmwepr168darlows-farmr1-1b.pdf
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