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Chippenham Fen National Nature Reserve
(SSSt)
Location: Cambridgeshire, CB7 5QB

GHG Peat Condition:-
Pre-restoration: Near Natural Fen
Target: Near Natural Fen

Restoration activity:

« Blocking ditches using bunds, made of plastic piling

o Using local found soil to further block ditches

Slow the Flow

The project aims to slow the flow of water around Chippenham Fen. Access to
the reserve is by permit only. The aim is to keep water on site for longer and
create a much wetter site. The site is calcareous fen with peat soils up to 2m.

Where the fen meets the surrounding farmland, a ditch was dug over 100 years
ago to intercept rainwater and run off from higher ground, this is termed a

‘Catch Dyke’ (CD). The CD also channels spring water from at least one known

groundwater spring.

The CD effectively channels rainwater into a series of ditches and efficiently
moves water around and off site, with a woodland having formed around the
CD. In some locations, culverts with collar dams have previously been installed
to slow the progress of water through the ditch system but further work was
needed to sufficiently slow the flow.

Restoration plan

The Catch Dyke has been blocked using a series of bunds to slow the flow and
reduce the drainage efficiency, which will benefit biodiversity and the peat
soils. The bunds were installed using sheets of interlocking plastic piling. These
have been pushed and keyed into the ground and stabilised with a metal pole.
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