
SCALE OF SITE PREPARATION WORK 

Location: Lincolnshire, PE10 0AU
GHG Peat Condition:-
Pre-restoration: Cropland and Grassland
Target: Near Natural Fen

Restoration activity: 

Ditch reprofiling 
Ditch blocking
Installation of water control
structures

Hydrology
At present, the existing drainage features make it challenging to adequately
control the water table on site. The restoration works will resolve this. The new
wetland would be connected via two rivers to form part of a nature recovery
network that will address long-standing local water management issues in the
driest region in the UK.

FEPP is funded by a Restoration Grant from the Nature for Climate Peatland Grant Scheme administered by Natural England.

Peat degradation
The primary reason for the site degradation has been 200 years of drainage and
tillage of the peat soils and oxidisation. Over 4m of peat has been lost over this
period at an average of 2cm per year. The surface peat, generally ranging in
depth from 10-40cm, has been incorporated into an organic peaty plough soil,
containing some of the clay from the bedrock beneath.

 

Bourne North Fen

Buried peat
Across the site, there is a significant layer of buried peat. Low water tables,
facilitated by field mole drains and the low water tables that are maintained by
the surrounding dykes and drains, have drained not only the surface peat but the
buried peat layer. The buried peat under the site is calculated to be in the region
of 1 metre deep, containing approximately 500,000 cubic metres of peat.
To ensure that the buried peat present on the site is not negatively impacted,
the proposed restoration design has been modified accordingly.

For further information, visit:

https://www.lincstrust.org.uk/wh
at-we-do/wildlife-
conservation/projects/bourne-
north-fen

And watch the video podcast:

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=EZtAmyXKizE
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