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Baston Fen Nature Reserve (SSSI)

Location: Lincolnshire, PE6 9PX

GHG Peat Condition:-
Pre-restoration: Extensive Grassland
Target: Rewetted Fen

Restoration activity:

« Installation of a water control structure
o Reprofiling of ditches to connect dykes

e Creating a scrape
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History

This site represents some of the remaining historic fenland area of south
Lincolnshire, and is within a predominantly agricultural cropping area.

The reserve is divided into four sections: the Slipe, High Wash, Middle Wash and
Low Wash. Theses sections originally formed part of the 17th century Counter

Drain washlands, which were created to hold winter floodwater.

Challenges to site restoration

« Protected species
Access to the site to undertake the work is limited by the presence of protected
species, such as Cranes. In 2023 and 2024, Cranes have shown interest here and
started ‘prospecting’ on the site. Access will not be allowed on the site to
undertake surveys or work if they are nesting. Other protected species known on
site include Water voles, Spined loach and Otters.

o Weather conditions
Access to the site to undertake the work will also be determined by the weather
conditions. If the site is wet, the digger and dumper truck will not be allowed on.
Practical access considerations must be made to avoid site damage if weather
conditions are poor. The distance to travel to restoration work areas are too far
away to undertake ‘bog matting’. Therefore the situation will be constantly
reviewed and where practical it will be continued with mitigation, or halted.

FEPP is funded by a Restoration Grant from the Nature for Climate Peatland Grant Scheme administered by Natural England.
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