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WRE’s four-part strategy, published in 2018:
• Increase water efficiency across all sectors who use water

• Capture and store more water – both at farm and landscape scale

• Transfer water from areas of surplus to areas of need, using open water channels as well as pipes

• Continue to look at alternative sources of water, for example desalination and water re-use

Water Resources East



What does WRE need to achieve?

In August 2022, we must publish a single, multi-sector Regional Plan for water 

management across Eastern England, working with water companies, Local 

Authorities and Local Enterprise Partnerships, the energy and agricultural sectors, 

landowners and environmental NGOs.  The plan must:

– Seek to increase the level of resilience for water resources for all sectors.

– Identify opportunities to deliver wider benefits in terms of flood risk and 

water quality.

– Ensure that water (either too much or not enough) is not a barrier to 

economic development in the region.

– Enhance the environment.

– Feed directly into water company Water Resource Management Plans.



Our region is very diverse in terms of water issues
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The Fens will be 
one of the areas 

where we will 
look to develop a 

specific water 
management 

plan



There are over 500 pumping 

stations managed by IDBs in 

England

The red dots depict those serving 

East Anglia and Lincolnshire 

managed by IDBs

Balancing efficiency, water need, 

biodiversity and dependability is a 

perennial challenge for pumped 

catchment FRMAs
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Stations
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Key: Fenland Towns & Rivers

Drought resilience & operational 
flexibility
A new reservoir, supported by flows in five 
catchments instead of two

Reduced flood risk
New open water transfers will function as flood 
relief channels for Spalding, Boston, Wisbech & 
related IDBs

The environment of the Fens
Assets will be designed for conservation and 
restoration of fenland habitats, maximising carbon 
sequestration opportunities

Farming and food
New flood storage reservoirs & open water 
transfers will capture and store water for irrigated 
agriculture

Regeneration & the visitor economy
Tidal barriers & water level control will enhance 
navigation and enable sustainable development in 
Wisbech and other Fenland towns

WRE’s vision for future Fens water management
An Integrated Water Resource Management (IWRM) concept based on the Fenland rivers
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We might need a second reservoir in the Fens too…

Connection to the River Great 
Ouse, with increased resilience 

from a connection to the 
Midlands via the Bedford Milton 

Keynes Waterway Treated water to parts of Cambridgeshire, 
Suffolk and Essex
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We want to play in role in key strategies
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WRE is an independent, collaborative 

membership organisation – come join us!
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To find out more…..
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E-mail
contact@wre.org.uk or
robinprice@wre.org.uk

mailto:contact@wre.org.uk
mailto:robinprice@wre.org.uk

